


Community Council’s Parks committee about the upcoming Parks for All levy
that’s on the November ballot.

Bill, a longtime neighborhood activist, worked on the 1989 Open Space
initiative and says Parks for All will have the same effect.  It will allow the city to
purchase some new property and to further develop existing parks and trails.  

The beauty of this levy is that it focuses on the needs for parks and open
space defined in our neighborhood plan.  That’s a document people like Bill
painstakingly created about four years ago and submitted to the city.
Unfortunately, there was little money to give neighborhoods to finance their
plans.  This levy can make some of those wishes come true, especially for the
folks on lower Queen Anne who are particularly open-space-challenged. 

Parks are great things to bring neighbors together says Blair.  From his
work with the city after the ’89 Open Space levy, he saw neighborhoods
transform parking lots or acres of blackberry bushes into beautiful spaces.
These spaces give our city its character and its citizens a place to gather and
garden, play ball or just sit and think. 

A yes vote for Proposition 1 will allow new playfields, pea patches and
green spaces to spring up throughout the city.  We all say we want more open
space and better parks.  Here’s our chance to step up and pay for it.  





downtown.  In these six weeks I had my share of close calls, including a run-in
with a guy in a big Buick who made a rolling stop right into my back wheel.

Although I doubt that I will post a “For Sale” sign on our second car now that we
have completed the program, I was glad to have done it.  Every day I had to think
about alternatives to driving. We walked or biked and felt the freedom of getting
places under our own steam.  And I don’t know if it will last, but the best thing is
that we don’t automatically reach for the car keys when we walk out the door.

Clean Your Closet, Fill a Stocking

Now that the season of giving is upon us, here’s an easy way to contribute to
neighbors in need. Abbie Berry, who runs the free dinner program at Bethany
Presbyterian, is looking for donations of warm clothing to distribute over the
winter months.  Take a few minutes to go through your closets to see if there are
any coats, sweaters, hats or gloves that you can spare.

While you’re at it, go through your bathroom drawers as well.  Berry and other
volunteers will be making Christmas stockings filled with travel-size toilet articles
as well as other personal items like combs, hairbrushes and disposable razors.
Donations can be left at the Queen Anne Food Bank or the Wednesday night
dinners at Bethany.
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